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Professional Experience
The Marshall Project, Intern 05/23-Present
Write and publish seven distinct newsletters pertaining to topics of criminal justice. Aggregate and
analyze nine years of newsletter data in an AirTable database. Pitch ideas and attend all staff meetings.
Renewing American Democracy Project, Social Media Manager 02/23-Present
Create social media strategy. Use Canva to make graphics. Edit videos on Adobe Premiere.
Law and Justice Journalism Project, Fellow 09/22-Present
Actively work in journalism throughout the course of the fellowship, with the ability to focus on the
criminal and legal system. Participate in LJJP’s dedicated Slack community.
National Association of Hispanic Journalists, Intern 05/22 - Present
Assist NAHJ executive board in the creation of reports and research. Promote and assist in the
coordination and organization of NAHJ panels and workshops. Lead outreach to community colleges.
ScheerPost, Reporter & Assistant Publisher, Los Angeles, CA 09/21 - Present
Oversee criminal justice coverage. Train and manage a team of editors. Edit and upload articles to
WordPress. Create a newsletter to 6K subscribers. Lead fundraising initiatives. Navigate reposting
partnerships and licensing agreements. Create Instagram stories, posts and reels, write Twitter threads.
Annenberg Center on Communication and Leadership Policy, Research Assistant 09/20 - Present
Assisted my supervisor in researching exculpatory evidence in Kevin Cooper’s death row case. Read
volumes of court transcripts. Briefed my supervisor on reports and related case precedents. Had my
research cited in a letter to California Governor Newsom.
USC Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism, Teaching Assistant 07/22-12/22
Led a cohort of 30 undergraduate students in discussions of the power and responsibility of the press.
Hosted office hours and writing workshops. Graded papers, delegated between class and the professor.
ProPublica, Emerging Reporters Fellow Remote 10/21- 06/22
Attended regularly scheduled workshops and programming about identifying and conceptualizing
investigative ideas into complete stories. Complete tasks and learn skills for investigative reporting.
BuzzFeed News, Inequality Intern & Freelance Writer Los Angeles, CA 01/21 - 07/21
Conceptualized, pitched, and executed a long-form investigative project. Filed public record requests,
developed sources, and conducted interviews with incarcerated people and government officials. Read
and summarized contracts between prison administration and service providers.
Education
M.A. Specialized Journalism (Social Justice, Investigations) 4.0 - University of Southern California ‘23
B.A. Creative Writing, 3.8 GPA— University of Southern California ‘23 (honors)
A.A. English Literature, 3.8 GPA—Río Hondo College ‘20 (honors)
Associations
Investigative & Student Task Force, National Association of Hispanic Journalists 8/22 - Present
Hosted and moderated nationally scaled events. Research diversity in investigative journalism.
Wrongful Convictions Club USC, Founder and President 07/20 - Present
Educated community on wrongful convictions, advocated for policy change.
CCNMA Latino Journalists of California, Member 1/21 - Present
Awarded the 2022 CCNMA Latino Journalists of California Scholarship, participated in panels.
Ida B. Wells Society for Investigative Journalists, Member 01/21 - Present

https://twitter.com/MarshallProj/status/1643726518785306625
https://www.ljjp.org/copy-of-fellowship-w-application-1
https://nahj.org/2022-nahj-interns-fellows-student-committee-members/
https://scheerpost.com/author/vevalenz/
https://communicationleadership.usc.edu/fellows/cowan-scholars/
https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-zacchino-cooper-murder-20190130-story.html
https://www.propublica.org/article/meet-propublicas-emerging-reporters-for-the-2021-school-year
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/author/victoriavalenzuela
https://www.instagram.com/wccusc/?hl=en

